NENY RPCV Meeting Notes:  Tuesday Oct 02, 2007

Agenda items:

· Food, Introductions 

· ESL Job available

· Missing in Action?

· Treasurer's report

· Festival of Nations

· Thanksgiving

· AIDS orphan in Uganda

· Friends of Akuffo Ton

· State retirement benefits for PC service

· Literary notes – books and newsletter

· Next few meetings

Food, Introductions:  

The Thornhills slaved all day to prepare main dishes and desserts for 14 people, all of whom brought many other dishes to share… making this a meal rivaled only by Thanksgiving.  Chris Anderson attended to talk about an ESL job opportunity and about our January gathering, which will be held at Mango Tree.  
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ESL job opportunity  @ ((((((((((
Chris & Kim have paid ESL job opportunities at Las Mariposas in Ballston Spa.  Some classes are on site and others are off site.  They currently offer a wide variety of foreign language classes as well as ESL.  Please contact them at 518-884-HOLA (518-884-4652) or tradefair@mangotreeimports.com

Missing in Action:  

The names of members we haven't seen in a while buzzed in our ears…

· Bill Batt – Hope you and Karen are well.

· Bob Crowley – Volunteered for FON.

· Bob Fakundiny – Sorry you didn't get the meeting info on time… mea culpa!

· Christine & Steve – Decisions to be made about the newsletter and pies & cider

· Sue and Van – Will you come to Thanksgiving?

Remember… if you're absent too long, members in attendance reserve the right to volunteer you for some pending duty!  ;-)  

Treasurer's report:  

We have $2612.50 in the treasury.  We'll have calendars available for sale at the Festival of Nations.  If you want to order calendars for Holiday gifts or wedding favors, please contact Jeanette at jeanettegny@earthlink.net or show up at the Festival.

Festival of Nations: Sun, Oct 28th, 11:30am – 4:30pm at Empire State Plaza

We have a table to promote PC in exchange for volunteer service to monitor the doors at the Egg.  We need volunteers to help at the table and to monitor the doors.   Currently volunteering are Becky, Bob Crowley, Diane, Kathy & Yvonne.  Jeanette will box up all the brochures and other material.  If you would like to volunteer, contact Jane at jthapa@nycap.rr.com  If you can't help, just swing by and enjoy the Festival.

Annual (Saturday after) Thanksgiving meal for foreign students:  Saturday, Nov 24th
NO MORE MICROWAVES!

Thanks to the tireless effort of Harry & Joan and Augusta, Thanksgiving coordinators past and present, we can use the RPI ovens to warm dishes that are made at our homes ahead of time.  We can also use RPI's paper goods and eating utensils.  Please bring serving utensils for the dish you share.  We will still could use coffee urns & warmers for the banquet table (Sue & Van, do you have commercial warmers?), but we can warm everything in the kitchen.  

Setup time is 11am

We hope to have RPCV's integrate into tables of foreign students.  Becky (or Kathy?) will make a list of questions to help break the ice at tables where language might be an issue.  We will invite Amie's upcoming recruits to help serve.  Setup time is 11am.  

Sign up to bring a dish or other needed item by contacting Augusta afield3@earthlink.net 

The menu so far includes…

Turkey  

Barb & John Flynn, Jeanette Gottlieb, Kathy Sanderson

Dressing  

Jeanette Gottlieb

Potatoes  

Becky Dixon

Rice  


Jeanette Gottlieb

Rice Dish  

Augusta Field

Winter Greens  
Diane Peapus

Vegetarian Dish  
Chris Dreyfus

Desserts 



Tea Bags 

Barb & John Flynn

Coffee urns



Table cloths, etc

Cash Donations 


AIDS orphan: 
We will be supporting a 9 year old Ugandan girl with AIDS Orphans Education Trust's Action for Empowerment, a group that assists HIV/AIDS widows and orphans.  AOET was founded by an AIDS orphan and has become an impressive NGO that takes actions to empower AIDS orphans and widows to achieve economic and educational success.  to go to school for a year.  Jeanette is following up on arrangements via email.
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Friends of Akuffo Tom

Congratulations to Harry & Joan on their work leading to 501(c)3 status for the Friends of Akuffo Tom School.  

(I took this picture off the web.)

State retirement benefits for PC service

Kathy is following up on this issue.  Contact her if interested at kcs742003@yahoo.com

Literary notes 

· We generally maintain contact with an annual newsletter before Thanksgiving.  But we need volunteers to make it happen.  Contact Augusta at afield3@earthlink.net

· Congratulations to Wendy on her new book, "Aviation Law: Cases and Problems," nearly 600 pages of light reading for frequent flyers.

· Recommended reading from John Flynn – "Three cups of Tea" about Greg Mortenson's mishap on K2 that birthed his mission to build schools in the high Himalyas and his encounters with shady characters in constructing 50 schools so far.  

· A new anthology of PC stories is "Americans Do Their Business Overseas" Edited by Jake Fawson & Steve McNutt http://www.lulu.com/content/1033302

· RPCV Archival Project is seeking to preserve PCVs' experiences.  Contribution your stories at peacecorpsconnect.typepad.com/peacecorpspolyglot/archival_project/index.html
Meetings, meetings, meetings: Potluck – 1st Tuesday of each month, except January!
November 6th meeting at the Flynns'. 

December 4th meeting at the Dohertys'

Friday, January 4th meeting at Mango Tree, 6 – 9pm

Note:  Special Format!

Chris & Kim participate in Balston Spa's First Friday events with an open house of their store and language school and light refreshments.  "Overseas Volunteerism" is their theme for January.  Bring items and pictures from your country of service to share with those who wander into the store/school (wear your favorite name tag… preferably with your own name and COS).  Some of us who can make it earlier will meet ahead of time for a bite to eat.  

February 5th leap month meeting at Jane's

March 4th meeting at the Gottliebs'

April 1st April Fool's meeting is at Kathy's

May 6th meeting is at Christine's

June 3rd meeting is usually in Chatham at the Hegemans' (to be confirmed)
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