RPCV meeting notes

Aug 7, 2007

Our meeting, hosted by Wendy and Michael, was a great success, informative, fun and nourishing. 

Thanks to an overlap in their Peace Corps location, and a friendship of 27 years, Terry Amrhein invited Richard Tuthill and his wife Dorothy to join us and to give an overview of Swaziland, which they visited last year to attend Dorothy's brother's wedding. That brought on a lively discussion, as Yvonne had recently spent time there, and Augusta had been in nearby Lesotho in 1988.

Mary Cinadr, who we met at the Schodack picnic, attended this meeting and will be going to her Peace Corps assignment in September. She hopes to attend our next meeting at Yvonne's house, but if not, we wish her all the best in this venture, and want her to be sure to stay in touch with our group.

Our Treasurer, Jeanette Gottlieb, told us that we have $2,162 in the treasury, and we are getting some dues from National. We will not be holding the tag sale as our fundraiser this year, but Yvonne has agreed to host a garage sale next June on Friday & Saturday at her place, during a large, local tag sale in her neighborhood. She would appreciate volunteers, especially on Friday when she is at work.

Part of our fundraising are the 100 calendars for sale. Please contact Jeanette for any number of calendars that you want.

We are going to proceed with the sponsorship of an Ugandan student for one year, through AEOT and Cathie's assistance. The web site is www.AOET.org, and here is a brief description for their work:

"AOET is an independent, indigenous non-governmental organization with the prime mandate of providing an education -- formal and/or vocational -- to desperately poor, neglected and forgotten orphans whose parents have died of AIDS. AOET assists children with AIDS and widows that have lost their spouses to AIDS and most of them HIV+ themselves."

Wendy Davis, Kathy Sanderson and Jeanette will meet at Jeanette's house to go onto the Internet to decide which AIDS orphan we should support. This sponsorship costs $30 a month for school supplies and support for the people who take them in. The AEOT organization will distribute the money we send, and we would like to send the amount of $360 for the whole year.

Joe and Terry spoke about applying the Peace Corps service towards state retirement. Terry thought it would be good to get some sponsorship and suggested that he would contact John Mackanany in the Albany Legislature. Bill Batt recommended that Neil Breslin also be contacted and said that Federal employees get service credit.

Bill brought up Bonnie Broad, who is looking for volunteers to host people in the US from other countries. This would just be for an invitation for dinner at our homes. We could put our names on a list, with the country where we were. The guests come with people who translate. Bill will send us more information by email.

Augusta will be coordinating the Thanksgiving lunch being held on the Saturday after Thanksgiving, with the help of Kathy Sanderson and Becky Dixon. We will be able to use the ovens in the kitchen but will probably still need hot trays to keep the food warm at the serving tables. Of course, we would like as many people as possible to participate on that day, providing turkeys, vegetarian dishes, drinks and desserts. Paper goods and eating utensils will also be needed.  Joan and Harry will be talking with Jane Havis, the RPI International Student Coordinator, who has been our liaison for years. I will continue working with Rob McIntosh, the Union Dining Director, to see if we can receive donated paper goods and utensils from RPI and any other assistance.

Our next meeting will take place at Yvonne's house on Tuesday, September 4th. Diane Peapus, our superb web master, will have the directions on the web site.

Best,

Augusta Field

